


 He 

introduced the practice of watching the Litt

le Bear for establishing naval routes;

 The world for Thales is a plain floating on the 

water.

The principle of the whole cosmos is water.

Since the nourishment of 

all things is moist and the heart is 

surrounded by moisture, then water 

is the principle of Universe



 Magnet has a soul because it moves iron.: 

it’s a lingering-on of a primitive animism. 

 Everything is a variation in form of one and 

ultimate element: he tried to find a Unity in 

Difference by postulating water is that 

ultimate element. 

 Philosophy tries to explain the plurality that 

we experience, and this is found in the 

arche, the first and original principle of 

things: water, for Thales. 



 The Unity of the Difference and the Unity in 
the Difference are both a problem for 
philosophical investigation, and these two 
questions are interconnected. The 
difference is sought by an underlying unity 
that we must assume as real, because on 
the contrary every experience by senses is 
processed independently. The 
consequence is the impossibility to grasp a 
coherent vision of world: every experience 
being unique, it can be generalized, so we 
have to repeat it infinitely, without getting a 
permanent knowledge from it



1. Reality can be conceived as a material unity, 
as in Thales, who found a sensual principle of 
all things;

2. Reality can b conceived as an Idea, a 
production of Spirit development, as in certain 
modern philosophers. 

 Till philosophy doesn’t realize the distinction 
between Matter and Spirit, it’s uneasy to 
determine if the principle chosen by a 
philosopher is material or not: for example, 
water is something sensual, but it’s conceived 
by thought, so there is something potentially 
immaterial in it. 





 Water and moist can’t be an ultimate 
element, because they are implied in one 
of the opposites. 

 Change (birth and death, growth and 
decay) are due to conflict, to the 
encroachment of one element at the 
expense of another. 

 The arche, so, it’s indeterminate: it’s more 
primitive than the opposites. It’s what out of 
which all comes and into which it pass 
away.  Apeiron.  Eternal and ageless, it 
encompasses all the worlds. 



 For Anaximander, there is a plurality of co-

existent worlds, which are innumerable. 

Each is perishable, but as they are 

innumerable, in every moment we perceive 

a coexistence of infinitive worlds. In every 

moment some of them are perishing and 

other are arising: all of them derive from 

apeiron, the ultimate, indeterminate 

element. There is an eternal motion of 

coming into being and of going away. 



 We can argue that now we are 

perceiving something from other 

galaxies which are already passed 

away: at the same time, the impression 

by light is both an ancestral past and the 

current present. It’s past while it occurs 

some time to get the earth, but it’s 

present because it’s now that we are 

observing the space. 



 For Anaximander, the earth is not a flat 
superimposed on water, but a cylinder, like 
the drum of a pillar. 

 The world as we know it was formed by a 
vortex movement, called dine, the heavier 
elements, earth and water, remain in the 
centre of the vortex, fire goes back to the 
circumference, and air remains in between. 

 Life comes from the sea: Anaximander 
introduces an evolutionist theory to explain 
Nature as we experience it. 



 Man was born from animals of another 
species; while other animals quickly find 
nourishment for themselves, man needs a 
lengthy period of sucking. He couldn’t be 
as he is now, because it’s impossible he 
could survive. But what happened when he 
got an erect position? 

 He got his conclusion by observing fossils 
which might prove the original existence of 
other species, different from what that we 
know nowadays.  


